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registration. ·_ : 

Introduction 
 

 

 

All our authentic practice tests go through the same design process as the IELTS test. We 
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, to 
make sure we give you the most authentic experience possible. 

Students can practise these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarise 
themselves with the exam format, understand the scoring system and practise exam technique. 

 
Further information 

IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and Cambridge 
University Press & Assessment. Further information can be found on the IELTS official 
website at ielts.org. 

 
WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT? 

IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking 

tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is 
taking the Academic or General Training module. 

 

,. -'- · 
· 
New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to :_ :·. · 
train or study below degree level :'·_: -:· J;C

,
f
'·"
}<. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4  

Inside you'll find four authentic examination papers from Cambridge University Press & 
Assessment. They are the perfect way to practise - EXACTLY like the real exam. 

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge 

Why are they unique? 

'._, .·,,,/\' ''··-::;;,;}  . 



T�is tes� consists of four parts, each with ten questions. The first two parts are concerned 
�1th social needs. The first part is a conversation between two speakers and the second part 

Reading 

advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The 

first section contains texts relevant to basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainly 

concerned with providing factual information. The second section focuses on the work 

context and involves texts of more complex language. The third section involves reading 
more extended texts, with a more complex structure, but with the emphasis on descriptive 

en ,n the following order: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Listening 
 
 

1s a monologue. The final two parts are concerned with situations related to educational or 
training contexts. The third part is a conversation between up to four people and the fourth 
part is a monologue. 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/ 
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion, 
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions. 

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as they listen. Ten 
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates to transfer their answers to the answer sheet. 

 

 

This test consists of three sections with 40 questions. The texts are taken from notices, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information 

(True/False/Not Given), identifying the writer's views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given), matching 

information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endingo, sentence 
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Part 3 



scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with detai!� of the candidate's nationality, 

statement which_ gives a �ummary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at 

lntroduclion 
 
 
 
 

bTty IELTS •d .   nd scale. In addition to the score for overall language 

'   · ese scores are also reported on a nine-band scale. All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9  Expert user - Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate 

and fluent with complete understanding. 

8  Very good user - Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional 

unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in 

unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well. 

7  Good user - Has operational command of the language, though with occasional 

inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally 

handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning. 

6  Competent user - Has generally effective command of the language despite some 
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly 

complex language, particularly in familiar situations. 

5  Modest user-Has partial command of the language, coping w,"u� overall meaning 

in most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle 

basic communication in own field. 

4  Limited user - Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent 
problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language. 

3  Extremely limited user - Conveys and understands only general meaning in very 
familiar situations. Frequent breakd(!wns in communication occur. 

 

2 

1 

 

o 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

isolated words. 



For questions where the answers are letter� or Roman n�mer�ls, you should write only the 
number of answers required. For example, if

_ 
the answer 1s a single letter or numer

al, Y
au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

should write only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are required 
the answer must be marked wrong. 

Questions which require answers in the form of words or numbers 
• Answers may be written in upper or lower case. 
• Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary. 
• Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/). 

• If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a) number(s) 
you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies an answer 
using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the correct answer is 'black leather coat' 
the answer 'coat of black leather' is incorrect. 

• Ir. questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the 
necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete 'in the .. :, 

where the correct answer is 'morning', the answer 'in the morning' would be incorrect. 
• All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets). 
• Both US and UK spelling are acceptable and are included in the answer key. 
• All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable. 
• All standard abbreviations are acceptable. 
• You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key. 

Writing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The sample answers are on pages 131-140. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark 
for the Writing tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing 
their score and the examiners' comments. These sample answers will give you an insight 
into what is required for the Writing test. 
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Complete the notes below 

 
 

Buckworth Conservation Group 
 

Regular activities 

Beach 

• 

no 2 

 
Nature   reserve \ 

maintdining  paths 

• nesting  boxes  fo   birds   installed 

• next task is taking action to attract 3 - -- · --- -·······--··- to the place 
• identifying  types  of  4 -- 
• building  a   new   5 
Forthcoming events 

 

 

• 

• 

• take a picnic 

• wear appropriate  7 _ 

 
Woodwork  session 

 

• 

• 

• --- --- 

LISTENING 

Test 1 

... ..............................  on it does  not have 1 sure the beach making 

• 

Dunsmore Beach car park 

walk across  the sands and reach the 6 ···--··--·--·- 

PART 1 Questions 1-10 

Listening test 

• suitable for 8 



PART 2 

Listening 

Questions 11-14  

choose the correct letter, A, 8 or C. Listening test audio 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

A 9 
B 15 
C 18 

12 What colour are the tour boats? 

A dark red 
B jet black 
C light green 

13 Which lunchbox is suitable for someone who doesn't eat meat or fish? 

A Lunchbox 1 
B Lunchbox 2 
C Lunchbox 3 

14 What should people do with their litter? 

A take it home 
B hand it to a member of staff 
C put it in the bins provided on the boat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 

What is the maximum number of people who can stand on each side of the boat? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Test 1 

 
SECTION 3 Questions 28-40 

Read the text on pages 27 and 28 and answer Questions 28-40. 

Questions 28-32 

The text on pages 27 and 28 has five sections, ·A-E. 

Choose the correct heading for each section from the list of headings below. 

Write the correct number, i-viil, in boxes 28-32 on your answer sheet. 

 

List of Headings 

A controversy over two versions of an invention 

ii The need to mine deeper for good quality coal 

iii Growing awareness of the need tq improve conditions for miners 

iv A new danger caused by developments in mining 

v The impact of poor air quality in mines on miners' health 

vi Early attempts to provide lighting without flames 

vii A demand by miners for new technology 

viii A person whose work never received full recognition 
 

 

28 Section A 

29 Section B 

30 Section C 

31 Section D 

32 Section E 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
A significant development in mining safety 

Reading 

A �oal _has been used as a source of fuel for over 5,000 years, but for most of that 
time it was probably gathered from places where it was exposed on the surface 
of the ground. It is possible that the Romans undertook some mining, but coal 
mines across Europe largely date from the 13th century. Thereafter coal production 
increased steadily and it gradually replaced charcoal and wood as a source of heat 
and energy. 

 
Initially, coal mines were fairly shallow, but they quickly reached the point where 
artificial lighting was necessary. At first the lights used would have been no different 
from those used domestically - candles and simple oil lamps. But as coal mines 
became deeper, miners encountered a new and terrible problem - firedamp. This 
was a natural gas, principally consisting of methane, that exploded on contact 
with a naked flame. The first known major firedamp explosion, which killed 99 
people, took place in Belgium in 1514 and as new technology was used to mine at 
increasingly deep levels, the problem got worse. 

B The simplest solution was to improve the ventilation of the mine. Many mines had 
only one shaft leading from the surface down to the working area below. Ventilation 
could be improved to some extent by dividing this into a downcast (bringing in fresh 
air) and an upcast (returning foul air and firedamp to the surface). 

But what was really needed was a safe lamp that could not ignite firedamp. The 
earliest forms of safety lighting sought to produce light without using a naked flame. 
One early method tried to utilise the fact that skins removed from decaying fish 
contain the element phosphorus, which emits light in the form of phosphorescence. 
Unfortunately, this phosphorus is highly toxic, flammable and can self-ignite - 
hardly desirable properties in a safety light. 

An alternative was a device invented in about 1750, consisting of a flint which 
struck against a piece of iron when a handle was turned, creating a shower of 
sparks which lit up the surrounding area. These were believed to be too cool to 
ignite firedamp. This device had major drawbacks - extra manpower had to be 
used to operate it continuously, and it also required regular maintenance and 
replacement. But worst of all, it was not in fact safe, and numerous accidents were 
caused when the sparks ignited firedamp. Nonetheless, it was considered to be the 
least dangerous form of lighting at the time. 

C By about 1810 the problem was becoming acute, and in some cases there was 
no alternative to working in the dark. Some mines were being forced to stop 
production, with serious economic consequences for the mine owners and local 
communities. The general response, however, was to keep going and reluctantly 
accept the inevitable deaths from ignition of firedamp as a regrettable, but not 
especially remarkable, consequence of coal mining. 

 
 C 
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