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ANSWERS: SOCIETY 

Littering 
1 harsh 

2 to be inclined (to do something) 

3 to get away with (something) 

4 to catch (somebody) in the act 

5 to dispose of (something) 

Homelessness 
1 d 2 e 3 f 4 a 5 b 6 c 

The Importance of Traditional Lifestyles 
1 perspectives 

2 selflessness 

3 heritage 

4 remedies 

5 fall back on 

Traditional Lifestyles are Being Lost 
1 and 

2 their 

3 of 

4 on 

5 for 

People Moving from Rural to Urban Areas 
1 to plummet 

2 to rocket 

3 a glut of 
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4 a dearth of 

 

Society Needs Rules to Function 
1 in disarray 

2 vulnerable 

3 deter (somebody) from (doing something) 

4 with impunity 

 

Cultural Diversity 
1 stem from 

2 lose 

3 competing against 

4 result in 

5 given 

 

Happiness 
1 e 2 d 3 b 4 a 5 c 

 

Utopia 
1 greed 

2 live life to the full 

3 non-existent 

4 close-knit 

5 bonds 

 

The Generation Gap 
1 bond 

2 keep pace (with) 

3 alter 

4 at ease (with) 
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Tighter Gun Control 
Banning guns or having stricter gun laws will not stop crime. This is an argument against 
tighter gun control. 

Most guns are not used as a form of self-defence. This is an argument for tighter gun control. 

 

 

ANSWERS: SPACE EXPLORATION  

Spending Money on Space Exploration 

1 countless 

2 a hazard 

3 dominance 

4 to surpass 

5 to squander 

 

Sending Communications into Space 

Trying to improve communication between cultures and countries would be more useful for 
mankind. This is an argument does not support the idea of sending communications into 
space. 

Sending signals into space is probably the best way to find out if there is life elsewhere in our 
galaxy. This is an argument in favour of sending communications into space. 

 

Space Tourism 

1 a 2 b 3 a 4 c 5 c 

 

 

ANSWERS: SPORT & EXERCISE  

International Sports Events 

1 achieve (a) 

2 rise 
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3 decrease 

4 perform 

5 borrow 

6 evolve 

 

Dangerous Sports should be Banned 

1 d 2 c 3 e 4 b 5 a 

NB: 3 d is also correct; to risk an injury is a frequent collocation, but it does not appear in this 
particular section. 

 

Children should Learn Team Sports, not Individual Sports (Cooperation vs 
Competition) 

1 foster 

2 achieve 

3 interact 

4 rely 

5 engage 

6 suffer 

 

Governments should Build Sports Facilities for Top Athletes vs the Public 

Schools should be the main beneficiaries of public investment in sport. This supports the 
argument that governments should build sports facilities for the public. 

The success of top athletes brings prestige and worldwide attention to their country. This 
supports the argument that governments should build sports facilities for top athletes. 

 

Watching Sport on TV is a Waste of Time 

1 disrupts 

2 slump 

3 slouch 

4 passionate 
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5 affordable 

6 compulsive 

 

Who is Responsible for Children to Exercise? 

1 pride of place 

2 play a key role 

3 instil 

4 motto 

5 set an example 

6 at the expense of 

 

ANSWERS: TECHNOLOGY  

Banning Mobile Phones in Public Areas 

1 intrusive 

2 adverse 

3 designated areas 

4 violate 

5 to be on the verge of 

6 to curtail 

 

Technology has Helped People Become more Social 

1 abolish 

2 build up 

3 reconnect 

4 disrupt 

5 prioritise 

6 disseminate 

 

The Gap between Old and Young has Widened due to Technology 
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1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b; a  6 b 7 a 8 a 9 b 10 a 

 

Mankind is Now Dependent on Modern Technology 

1 (+) 2 (+) 3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (-) 7 (-) 8 (+) 9 (+) 10 (-) 

 

Technology Increases the Gap between Rich and Poor 

1 the 

2 a 

3 they 

4 very 

5 any 

 

The Internet is Mankind’s Most Important Invention 

The invention of the telephone, the light-bulb and the computer made the Internet possible. 
This argument does not support the idea that mankind’s most important invention is the 
Internet. 
It is the first invention that turned our planet into a global village. This argument supports the 
idea that mankind’s most important invention is the Internet. 
 

 

ANSWERS: TOURISM  

Tourism 

boost: i) stimulate 

influence: a) affect 

alter: b) change 

adversely: e) negatively 

rely: c) depend 

downturn: g) recession 

 

Tourism Causes Damage to Historical Buildings 

1 regrettably 
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2 recorded 

3 irreparable 

 

People Need to Learn the Language in order to Travel 

1 resolved 

2 venture 

3 enquire 

4 renders 

5 seek 

6 cope 

 

People should Adapt to the Culture of the Country they are Visiting 

deeply 

unpleasant 

firsthand 

enhance 

fixed 

gravely 

awkward 

directly 

enrich 

established 

punishable by law 

conflict 

depend 

discard 

chargeable 

clash 

rely 

forgo 

 

People Do Not Need to Travel if They Have TV 

Many people actually watch programmes about places they have already been to, or which 
they intend to visit. This sentence counters the argument that people do not need to travel if 
they have TV. 

You can see more of a country and learn more about it in a 30-minute documentary than you 
would during a month’s holiday there. This sentence supports the argument that people do 
not need to travel if they have TV. 

 

Travel in a Group or Alone 
1 in company 

2 to dishearten sb 

3 measures 
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Ecotourism 

1 and 

2 an 

3 they 

4 by 

5 in 

 

ANSWERS: TRANSPORT  

Congestion in Cities 

1 d 2 c 3 a 4 e 5 f 6 b 

 

Is increasing Tax on Flights the Best Way to Reduce Air Travel? 

1 to increase   /   raise   /   put   up   /   a tax 

2 to decrease   /   cut   /   lower   /   reduce   /   slash   /   taxes 

3 to put   /   introduce   /   levy   /   impose   /   a tax 

4 to evade   /   dodge   /   taxes 

 

Retake the Driving Test Every Five Years 

1 c 2 c 3 b 4 a 

 

Public Transport 

1 essential 

2 unreliable 

3 sustainable 

4 flexible 

5 rife 

 

Increased Car Ownership 
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1 depletion 

2 tax revenue 

3 fossil fuels 

4 to take a detour 

5 to incur 

6 to keep up with the Joneses 

For  Against 

• Owning a car means you no longer 
have to travel with other people, which 
means avoiding the spread of illness, 
the discomfort of overcrowding and the 
possibility of pickpocketing. 
 

• Having a car means that you can travel 
easily with lots of luggage rather than 
carrying it all when using public 
transport. 
 

• Cars allow people to commute further 
to work, which means housing in the 
suburbs or outside the city becomes a 
more viable option. 
 

 • More traffic accidents occur due to the 
increase in traffic. 
 

• Many roads and streets in city centres 
were not built to cope with such a high 
volume of traffic resulting in serious 
congestion problems. 
 

• It is healthier to travel short distances 
on foot or by bike. Cars do not 
contribute towards better health. 
 
 

 

 

The Government should Spend More on Railways 

1 railway / train / station / timetable / travel / network / infrastructure / motorist 

2 CO2 emissions / high-speed / state / electric / private / regional / railway 

3 rail / infrastructure / service / depletion / network / transport / travel / passenger 

4 train / delays / journey / travellers / timetable / fare / crossroads / line 

5 road / congestion / network / highway / infrastructure / closure / access / development 

 
 

ANSWERS: WATER  
 

Oceans 
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1 a 2 d 3 f 4 e 5 g 6 b 7 c 

 

Water Pollution 

1 dispose of / get rid of / pollute / dump / clean up / store / process / recycle waste 

2 poisonous / radioactive / toxic / harmful / hazardous / wildlife / industrial waste 

3 contaminate / reduce / minimise / tackle / combat / prevent / avoid / limit pollution 

4 atmospheric / marine / water / river / industrial / consumption / chemical / nitrate 
pollution 

 

Marine Life 

1 supports 

2 depend on 

3 absorbs 

4 put an end to 

5 reduce 

6 take part in 

 

Water Use should be Controlled by the Government 

develop formulate 

set  impose 

promoting encouraging 

punish penalise 

conserve save 

raising increasing 

cutting slashing 

jeopardise endanger 

 

Drinking Water should be Free, not Sold (No Bottled Water) 

Unlike the air that we breathe, water needs a costly infrastructure that has to be maintained 
permanently. This is an argument against the idea that drinking water should be free. 

Disposable plastic water bottles have a disastrous effect on the environment. This is an 
argument in favour of the idea that drinking water should be free, not sold in bottles. 
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ANSWERS: WORK  

The Best Way to Get a Good Job 

a struggle   difficult 

proof    evidence 

rise through the ranks advance 
professionally 

from the outset  from the start 

value    rate 

hands-on  practical 

landing  getting 

a head start  an advantage 

hire   employ 

degree  qualification 

 

Job Satisfaction 

1 competition 

2 despair 

3 unemployment 

 

Problems with Work-Life Balance 

1 blurs the boundaries 

2 takes its toll 

3 make a point 

4 are on call 

5 wind down 

 

Who should Have High Salaries 

1 the 

2 and 

3 for 

4 it 

5 can 
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Children and Part-Time Work 

1 vulnerable 

2 spontaneously 

3 to make ends meet 

4 to take advantage of someone 

5 to juggle (one thing with another) 

 

Children and Work Exploitation (Child Labour) 

1 d 2 c 3 e 4 a 5 b 

 

Teachers Do Not Want to Work in Rural Areas 

1 in poor repair 

2 a counterpart 

3 an incentive 

4 a fringe benefit 

5 (to feel) daunted (by something) 

6 to retain 

 

Working Online from Home 

1 d (-)  2 c (+)  3 f (+)  4 a (-)  5 b (+)  6 e (-) 

For  Against 

• Working from home gives you the 
freedom to work anytime, anywhere. 
 

• There is no dress code. 
 

 • When you work at home, it is much 
more difficult to achieve a healthy 
work-life balance. 
 

• There are far too many distractions and 
interruptions in one’s home 
environment. 
 

 

All Employees should have the Same Salary in a Company 
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1 a 2 b 3 b 4 a 5 b 6 b 7 a 8 a 9 b 10 a 

 

Factors Influencing Career Choice 

1 in debt 

2 pay off 

3 a decisive influence 

4 rise through the ranks 

5 commensurate with 

 

Changing Jobs vs A Job for Life 

1 experience 

2 switch 

3 guarantee 

4 achieve 

5 end up 

6 stagnate 

 

Women in the Armed Forces 
1 spend 

2 expertise 

3 achieve 

 

The Retirement Age should be Extended 

1 (-) 2 (+) 3 (+) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (+) 7 (+) 8 (-) 9 (-) 10 (-) 

 

Robots and Work 

Robots in the workplace means more people are laid off work. This is an argument against 
using robots. 

Robots can be easily replaced and reprogrammed for other duties. This is an argument in 
favour of using robots. 

IELTS Liz



Answer Key: Ideas for IELTS Essay Topics 

Copyright © Elizabeth Ferguson 2019 
All rights reserved. No part of this e-book may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form 

or by any means without with prior written permission of the copyright owner.  
www.ieltsliz.com 

xiv 
 

Page | xiv 

 

 

 

ANSWERS: WORLD ISSUES  

World Overpopulation: Causes / Problems / Solutions 

1 a 4 b 7 b 9 a 11 a 13 b 14 b 17 a 18 b 

 

Aging World Population 

1 to exceed 

2 to contribute 

3 to divert 

4 strained 

 

Global Warming 

1 c, f    2 j       3 I      4 e 5 h 6 g 7 b 8 c, f  9 a     10 d 

 

International Aid from Rich Countries to Poor Countries 

1 (+) 2 (+)  3 (-) 4 (+) 5 (-) 6 (+) 

7 (-) 8 (-) 9 (+) 10 (-) 11 (+) 12 (+) 

13 (-) 14 (-) 15 (-) 16 (+)   

             

Growing Gap between Rich and Poor 

1 wealth 

2 opportunities 

3 cycle 

4 wage 

5 standard 

6 gap 
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The Brain Drain: Migration of Skilled Workers Out of a Country 

1 the 

2 for 

3 they 

4 it 

5 away 

6 and 
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